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Saturday, July 24, 2021 was a spectacular morning in the community life of Wilkinsburg. It 
was the Grand celebration of the dedication of the bronze Lincoln statue located at the  
crossroads of Penn Avenue and Ardmore Boulevard (Lincoln Highway). The program for the 
day was patterned after the original 1916 celebration when the first Lincoln statue was 
placed in Wilkinsburg. The celebration included a parade of flag-waving participants led by a 
drummer and Abraham Lincoln, beautiful instrumental music, incredible vocal music, 
invocation, thought-provoking speeches, patriotic songs, unveiling the statue, benediction 
and more. 

Many thanks to all who made this event possible! Contributions from businesses, residents, 
alumni, organizations all are appreciated. Special thanks to the Special Events committee of 
the Wilkinsburg Borough Council and Wilkinsburg DPW who helped in numerous ways. This 
edition of the Archives is solely focused on preserving and sharing the images of a great day

Clockwise from upper left: 

1. Crowd gathered at UPMC Graham Field to 
obtain flags and start parading down to the 
Lincoln statue. 

2.Parade participants march down Penn 
Avenue, led by drummer Melissa Alliston, 
Abraham Lincoln (aka Kevin Santillo), Council 
women Ariel Haughton and Linda Atkins.

3. Linda Atkins, Tania Grubbs, Chantal 
Braziel, MC Andrew Stockey, David Wiegers 
Abe Lincoln, Lincoln statue.
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   WTAE’s Andrew Stockey hosted as MC

 Abe comments to Andrew Stockey, 
that he’s interested in the festivities.

Tania Grubbs sang the National Anthem. Chantal Braziel sang Lift Every Voice and Sing.

Girl Scout Troop #52326 led the crowd in 
the Pledge of Allegiance.

Father Chuck Esposito gave the Invocation.



 

Tribune Review’s Paul Guggenheimer 
“Emancipation Proclamation”


PUCS Exec. Director Jonathan Ray 
“Free to be Great”


Keynote speaker David Wiegers 
“At a Crossroads”


The moment that artist/sculptor Susan Wagner 
unveiled the bronze Lincoln statue. 


FOREVER FREE 
plaque unveiled 
by Eli Douglass, 
grandson of 
Historical Society

President Anne 
Elise Morris. 
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Rev. Thomas Mitchell, giving 
a benediction to the crowd.

Sculptor Susan Wagner and 
speaker David Wiegers

Susan Wagner with WTAE 
emcee Andrew Stockey

Artist Susan Wagner with Girl 
Scouts from Troop #52326.

Lincoln expert David Wiegers 
with Wendy Wiegers

Abe Lincoln,aka Kevin Santillo)

poses with Eli and Grace. 

Musical performance was provided by “Moonlighting”, Mimi 
Jong playing the erhu and Keith Cochran playing the accordion. 

Additionally, Hill Jordan on trombone played selections including

“America the Beautiful” and “Hail to the Chief”.
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